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A Personal Tribute

I write this short message to express my respectful and heartfelt
appreciation, mudita, of the Venerable Phramaha Panom Dhammalankara,
the abbot of Wat Jak Daeng on his being conferred on a royal monastic title
Medhivajirasobhana. It is totally befitting that His Majesty the King has
decided to confer on the Venerable this recognition for his decades of
learning and the application of his wisdom to environmental and social
problems of the day.

The Venerable Phra Medhivajirasobhana is one of the few highly learned
monks in the eyes of both the educated Thai and Burmese Buddhists. He has
studied in both Thailand, his native country, and also in Myanmar, formerly
Burma, under many eminent teachers. For some years, he has been a bridge
between the people of two Buddhist nations because he understands both cultures
deeply and speaks the official languages of both countries.

When one listens to his teachings, there is no doubt that this is a scholar
monk who keeps learning new ideas and interpretations from the vast literature
of Pali Buddhist canon. He has all information at his finger’s tips. He recalls
it with authority, ease and in a manner most relevant to the occasion and
the audience. It is quite rare these days to find a monk as competent as he
is in the voluminous canonical work, its commentaries and sub-commentaries.
I say this because I have been studying the Tripitaka as long as he has and
speak both Thai and Burmese like him.

Besides, I have a reason or two to thank him personally. First, he has
been very supportive of my effort in reviving Pali as a spoken language
internationally between Theravada scholars. I started this in 2009 at Sitagu
in Sagaing, Myanmar and at Wat Bovornives, Bangkok, Thailand. We have
never stopped this endeavor. After the establishment of Shan State Buddhist
University, SSBU, in Taunggy1 in 2016, our work actually doubles. The Venerable
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Medhivajirasobhana has presented Pali papers in many of those international
gatherings | have organized. Only with consistent support from a recognized
Pali scholar like the Venerable Phra Medhivajirasobhana, can such a daunting
task of the revival of Pali as a communication among the Theravada scholars
have a realistic chance of success. So, as a lifelong Pali student myself, I wish
to record my heartfelt thanks to the Venerable abbot of Wat Jak Daeng and on

his being conferred on a royal title.

The other reason I am indebted to him is his visit to SSBU in 2020 during
the Kathina robe-offering ceremony together with the (then) Most Venerable
Chaokhun Phra Dheppariyattamoli, abbot of a well-known Pali institute,
Wat Molilokyarama, Bangkok, who has since been promoted by His Majesty
the King to a higher monastic rank of the Most Venerable Chaokhun Phra
Dhammarajanuvata. Their presence in our campus gave a boost to the morale
of all staff, both monastic and lay. For this, [ am forever grateful to the Venerable
Phra Medhivajirasobhana for his kindness. One of the many inspirations
we received from him during that visit was the making of monks’ robe with
plastic wastes and his other recycling work. That inspiration has given us to
aspire to follow suit in protecting the environment.

No wonder His Majesty has chosen the title best reflecting his work and
philosophy: Phra Medhivajirasobhana for him; this Pali title can be loosely
translated as a “scholar-monk dignified with the diamond of wisdom”.

On behalf of SSBU faculty members and its student body, I take this
opportunity to offer my sincere congratulations to the Venerable Phra
Medhivajirasobhana, once again, on his being conferred on this royal title and
we all wish him good health, long life and success

Venerable Prof. Khammai Dhammasami DPhil (Oxford)
Rector
Shan State Buddhist University
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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Pathaman acariyagunam ahan
vandami

Acariyassa syamaratthadhipena Varamedhivajirasobhanabhidhanarh gunavisitharh anup-
padinnatarh sutvad anumodami abhippamodami. “P0ja ca pajaneyyanarh etarh mangalamuttama’nti
bhagavato mangalakararh vacanam manasi katva acariyassa gunarm pujayanto tassa pujitabba-
gunavisesar idha thokarm kittayissami.

Medhavi hi so Dhammalankaramahathero bahussuto Samut Prakarn-nama janapade Phra
Pradaeng padese thitassa Wat Chak Daeng-nama viharassa samiko. Na ca so kevalam pitakattaye byatto
hoti. Atha tarh tarh suttavacanarh thananurarh valafjetumpi samattho. Tassa hi aramasodhapanathaya
ceva bahujanaatthaya ca yarm kacavarasambandhasusamvihitakammantar punaparibhogakaranarm
tarh sakalasyamaratthe supakatarn. Aramopi tassa yassakassaci upakatthassa cittarn pasadesi. ko
pana vado tassa samanasaruppo.

Vajirarh viya therassa nanam tikkharm tankhanuppattikarm. Antokule antovihare va tam tam
pavattapafiharh asankito appatinivatto nibbetheti. Yathakalarm hi uppanna-covid19ti- rogantrayakap-
pato mocanatthaya mettacittena samma upayarm dassettva anurtpavidhirh gahapetva attano sissarnh
arakkham deti.

Sobhano ca so mahathero kalyanadhammo khantisoraccena samannagato. Nabhijanami
yavajjatana tassa kifici gahattharh va pabbajitarh va kodhanena vacassa bhindanarh abhisajjanam
va. Sada sakhilasambhasova.

Ettakena me parittafianena acariyagunarn pakaseturn yathasatti bahupanne likhitepi appakam-
yeva khayissati. Evarh piyo garu bhavaniyo vipulagunasampanno mahathero viya purisajaniyo sat-

thusasane ekopi laddhurh na sukaram. Ekopi so saddhammassa ciratthitiya mah-

antarh kiccarh sadheti mahajanassa sukhamavahati. Yathaha bhagava — §

Dullabho purisajarifio, na so sabbattha jayati;
Yattha so jayati dhiro, tam kulam sukhamedhatiti.

Hotu &cariyassa nanajayamangalam.

Nandiyalankaro

(Jambudipa-arunuggatapadesa-jatiko) Nandiyélaﬁkéro'-
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A Tribute to
Phra Medhivajirasobhana

Date: 2™ June 2021

It is such a great honour for me to have the opportunity to convey a Mudita
message to Phra Ajhan Pranom Dhammalankaro who has recently been

bestowed the Royal Title of “Phra Medhivajirasobhana” on 6" March 2021.
The Venerable is known to me more than a decade since we first joined the first Pali speaking
Conference at Wat Bovornives in Bangkok in 2009. Since then we often met in some of the Pali
conferences in Myanmar and Thailand, and at some events. I have been to Wat Jak Daeng in
Bangkok twice brought by Khun Yom Sermsook Patmastana.

Venerable Chaokhun Phra Medhivajirasobhana is such a wonderful monk who studied
very hard and has been working very hard for the benefits of the many. His endeavour and
dedication to obtain a Dhammacariya degree in Burmese medium had proved how much effort he
put in. It requires a strong saddha (faith) and determination (adhitthana) to master the language,
traditional Pali and the Burmese Buddhist thoughts. I have heard the name of Chaokhun when
I was a young monk studying at Mahagandharama monastery in Mandalay where Chaokhun
completed his Dhammacariya degree in Myanmar.

When I was studying for my PhD in Thailand, I learned a lot about his missionary works
contributing to Thai Buddhism via his public Dhamma talks and chanting on social media,
conducting Pali, Visuddhimagga and Abhidhamma classes and so on. His missionary works
are so fascinating and remarkable. Chaokhun is not only a Pali and Buddhist scholar, but also
nowadays known as one of the ecological-monks leading the recycling plastic into monk’s robes.
The Venerable is also a humble monk, living a simple life and with high aims at propagating
Buddhasasana. Therefore, let me quote the Pali stanza here to offer my mudita message again:

Sasanam pufifiavantassa puifiavantava labbhare
Nappapuiifia karahaci, paggahnitum avisaha.
Only the persons qualified with merits
are capable of carrying out Sasana missionary.
Those persons with little merit
hardly dare to carry out the missionary works.

The Venerable Chaokhun could do a lot of beneficial works for the Buddhasasana
because of many good qualities in him such as patience, intelligence, wisdom, perseverance and
faith. Therefore, I highly respect and appreciate the works and life of Venerable Chaokhun and
congratulate him on receiving the Royal Title, “Phra Medhivajirasobhana” wholeheartedly.

Sadhu Sadhu Sadhu Anumodami. §

Venerable Dr. Devindabhipala
Deputy Dean,
Lecturer and Head of Department
Shan State Buddhist University, Taunggyi &
Assistant Rector for Academic Affairs
Sariputta College, Muse, Shan State, Myanmar
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Congratulatory Message

It is a great honor for me to convey my best congratulatory message to Phra Ajhan
Phramaha Panom Dhammalankara, the abbot of Wat Jak Daeng, Samutprakan Province,
Thailand, for the Royal Title of “Phra Medhivajirasobhana” that was conferred on him on
6™ March, 2021. The venerable is the right monk and suitable for that Royal Title that was
bestowed. Certainly, I am highly pleased and would like to convey my mudita feeling by
this message. All of us feel joy and are aware of the venerable wonderful works in trying to
preserve, protect, and propagate Buddhism in Thailand and overseas.

Let me quote the main teaching of the Buddha, Dhammapada stanza which states that
the wise and right people become to the nation so hardly, if the wise and right people become
to the nation, this nation will go for progressing and happiness. I have learnt that Phra Ajahn
Chaokhun Phra Medhivajirasobhana is one of them who is the wise and the right one for the
nation and Buddhism. May I give the quote from Dhammapada as follows:

Dullabho purisajariinio,
na so sabbattha jayati;
Yattha so jayati dhivo,
tam kulam sukhamedhati.

“Hard to find is the thoroughbred man; he is not born everywhere.
Where such a wise man is born, that clan thrives happily.”
Translation of Acariya Buddharakkhita.
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Many people keep on dreaming, some people try, however only a few achieved their
dreams. Because the venerable has successfully been through the endeavors and committed
much time for the objectives of spreading the teachings of the Buddha, he is indeed an achiever.
I am confident enough that the venerable will be able to make a difference in Buddhism since
he has proven to be an intelligent and talented bhikkhu. Phra Ajahn Chaokhun has made us all
proud. We are confident that he will continue to keep up with the good work for Buddhism.

Chaokhun Phra Medhivajirasobhana has once led a group of Buddhist devotees from
Thailand to visit many places of significant religious interest and see the Buddhist ways of
life in my hometown, Laikha, Shan State, on the occasion of the 50" birthday merits making
for Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammai Dhammasami (Oxford Sayadaw). It makes me feel close to the
venerable and would like to strengthen the cooperation on Buddhist activities between Thai
and Thai Yai Buddhist monks further. I wish to extend my warmest congratulations to the
venerable on the new Royal Title as Phra Medhivajirasobhana and wish the venerable the
best for his future accomplishments.

May the Triple Gems bless the venerable and give him strengths to be successful in

promoting Buddhasasana for many years to come. 7

Yours in the Dhamma,

(Ven. Dr. Seng Hurng Narinda, Sasanadhaja Dhammacariya)
(Maha Gandhavacaka Pandita)
Assistant to Rector for Foreign Affairs
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University
Advisor, Tai Sangha University Students’ Association in Bangkok &
Lecturer, Shan State Buddhist University, Taunggyi
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A Humble Tribute to
Phra Medhivajirasobhana

“Dhammapiti sukham seti, vippasannena cetasa
Ariyappavedite dhamme, sada ramati pandito”
(He who imbibes the Dhamma abides in happiness with mind pacified;
the wise man ever delights in the Dhamma revealed by the Noble Ones.)
~ Verse no . 5, Pandita Vagga, Dhammapada

The kingdom of Siam, presently known as Thailand, is one of the oldest regions
where the early imprints of the Dhamma have left a lasting impression. Strongly rooted
in the Theravada tradition, today, approximately 95 percent of Thai devotees continue
to follow the footsteps of the Buddha. Because of the impressive amount of followers in the
Sangha community, foreigners call Thailand the Land of Yellow Robes. Steeped in their faith in
the Triple Gem (tri-ratana), Thai devotees and practitioners continue to honor and cherish their
Buddhist heritage, with its glorious culture and rich traditions from centuries past.

The most Venerable Phra Medhivajirasobhana, also known as Phra Maha Pranom
Dhammalankara, is one of the leading monks among Thai Buddhist Sangha as well
as a devotee of Lord Buddha. Respected Phra Medhivajirasobhana is an abbot of Wat
Jakdaeng, a prominent Buddhist monastery in Bangkok. In following the footsteps of
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Image 1: Being inspired by Kalyana-mittata, Khun Sermsook Patmastana (Toey) and associated with “Visuddhimagga
Group”, my mother, Ruma Barua Chowdhury and I were paying humble respect to Phra Medhivajirasobhana at Wat

Jakdaeng, Bangkok. (2018)
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the Buddha, Phra Medhivajirasobhana entered into monastic order in his early life.
Having started his monkhood journey, Phra Medhivajirasobhana was not only engaged
himself in deepening the practice of vinaya (monastic rules), but also reflected himself in to
obtaining the esteemed knowledge in scriptural language, i.e., Pali. It is noteworthy that Pali
bhasa (scriptural language) is considered as the sacred language of Theravada Buddhism. The
most sacred texts of Buddhism, the Tipitaka (Three Baskets), is compiled in Pali language.
Because of his deepen understanding in Pali bhasa, Phra Medhivajirasobhana is respected
by the Buddhist monks and devotees as an expert in the 7ipitaka. Walking in the path of the
Buddha, Phra Medhivajirasobhana is skilled into the tripartite division of pariyatti (theory of
Buddhist doctrines), patipatti (the practice of Dhamma) and pativedha (insightful exploration in
the Dhamma).

Being inspired by Kalyana-mittata, Khun Sermsook Patmastana (Toey), it is my
honor to share a few words in paying tribute to the respected Phra Medhivajirasobhana.
Khun Sermsook is one of the pious followers of the Triple Gem and one of the tender hearted
benefactors and well wishers (Kalyana-mittata) of Buddha Sasana and who consistently
supports Buddhist Sarigha, scholars and devotees over many years. Because of Kalyana-mittata,
Khun Sermsook who is my friend in Bangkok, my mother and I got this opportunity to know
Chaokhun Ajahn. Accompanying Khun Sermsook, I had invaluable opportunities to join in aus-
picious events at Wat Jakdaeng, along with interacting with Chaokhun Ajahn on many occa-
sions. Each time we met, Chaokhun Ajahn enthusiastically shared the Buddha’s teachings in Pali
language. He encouraged monks, devotees and visitors to learn Pali by heart in order to realize
the essence of the Dhamma and to penetrate the root teachings of the Blessed One.

Being under the light of Dhamma, Chaokhun Ajahn has tirelessly taught the Buddha’s
sublime teachings to monks and devotees. His thoughtful Dharma movement has been inspiring
to the devotees to learn the Dhamma in Pali language. Requested by his devotees, Chaokhun
Ajahn used to come to central Bangkok to offer a unique course at the head office of Standard
Chartered Bank in every week, particularly on Wednesday evening. A group of Dhamma seekers

Image 2: Being inspired by Kalyana-mittata, Khun Sermsook Patmastana (Toey) and associated with “Visuddhimagga
Group”, I was paying humble respect to Phra Medhivajirasobhana at Wat Jakdaeng, Bangkok. (2019)
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from professional backgrounds used to join in this auspicious session; the unique batch is known
as “Visuddhimagga Group”. The term, “Visuddhimagga” is a Pali word, whose literal meaning
is the path of purification. Venerable Buddhaghosa, one of the prolific scholars of Theravada
tradition, compiled a monumental text, entitled Visuddhimagga, in the fifth century. Before
starting the Wednesday Visuddhimagga class, Chaokhun Ajahn would lead the participants to
start the session with the recitation of the introductory verses from the text, Visuddhimagga, with
the translation as follows:

“Anto jata bahi jata (The inner tangle and the outer tangle)
Jjataya jatitda paja, (This generation is entangled in a tangle)
Tam tam gotama pucchami (And so I ask of Gotama this question)
ko imam vijataye jatanti. (Who succeeds in disentangling this tangle?)
Stile patitthaya naro sapanirio (When a wise man, established well in virtue)
cittam pannarica bhavayam, (Develops the awareness and understanding)
Atapi nipako bhikkhu (The as a monk ardent and sagacious)
so imam vijataye jatanti. (He succeeds in disentangling this tangle)”

Phra Medhivajirasobhana’s Dhamma Talk installs a sense of harmony towards monks
and devotees. Each time, when I join in a ceremony at Wat Jakdaeng, I closely observe the ease
of monks and devotees during the talk. When I was working at Siam Saam Tri School, it was my
opportunity to assist Chaokhun Ajahn throughout the Dharma session. It was truly wonderful to
notice how kids and elders reflected on Chaokhun Ajarn’s talk with joy and gratitude.

One of my fond memories with Phra Medhivajirasobhana was the summer period
while Khun Sermsook brought my mother and me to Wat Jakdaeng. It was one of the inspiring
conversations when Chaokhun Ajahn compassionately offered a brief Dharma talk. In his
auspicious talk, Chaokhun Ajahn mentioned about the duty of an offspring to his parents which
referred to the thirty-eight kinds of auspicious blessings of the Mahamangala Sutta.
With a powerful tunes, Phra Medhivajirasobhana recited:

Matapitii upatthanam puttadarassa sangaho
Anakula ca kammanta etam mangalamuttamam.
(To support mother and father, to cherish wife and children,
and to be engaged in peaceful occupation — this is the greatest blessing.)

A deep bow of respect and gratitude to the most Venerable Phra Medhivajira-
sobhana for all his kind teachings, and for continuing to propagate the Dhamma and
supporting the devotees throughout the years. On this auspicious day, I am congratulating
to respected Venerable Chaokhun Ajahn for receiving the prestigious Thai royal title,
“Phra Medhivajirasobhana”, from King Rama X. Also, I am conveying my gratitude to
Kalyana-mittata Khun Sermsook Patmastana for introducing me to this great sages of the
Buddha Sasana in Thailand.

May Phra Medhivajirasobhana live long with sound health.
May the legacy of Phra Medhivajirasobhana inspire us on the path to liberation. §

*Writer: Sanjoy Barua Chowdhury, Teaching Assistant of International Buddhist College, Thailand
and a Visiting Scholar of Dharma College, Berkeley, California. (Email: sanjoybchy@gmail.com)
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Renovation of King Udumbara memorial
grounds in Mandalay slated for completion in
siXx months

Dite Ageil 22, 2016 [ Mistidisb]

King Udumbara memeorial ground is seen in Amarapura.

RENCVATION works on the Udumbara memorial ground
at Linzin hillock in Amarapura Township, Mandalay is
slated for completion within six months according to
archaeologist U Win Maung (Tampawady).

Renovations kicked off yesterday on the memorial
ground where the tomb of King Udumbara of Thailand is
believed to have been built more than 230 years ago.
The works resumed on one-acre land following the
approval of the Mandalay City Development Committee
that had banned the works started in 2013 to restore the
resting-place of the Thal monarch as a memorial ground
on four-acre land with the use of the fund from Thailand.
We can return to renovate the site as Sitagu Sayadaw
requested the former President and the previous
Mandalay Region government to grant permission to
resume the renovation works as a token of improving
Thailand-Myanmar relations, said the archaeologist.

He added that renovation works include 15 structures
including a stupa built by King Udumbara and tombs of
the King and his relatives.

Aung Thant Khaing
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MAHATHERA KING UDUMBARA MEMORIAL GROUND, LINZINGONG, AMARAPURA
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